
The structure of The structure of siRNAssiRNAs define their specificitydefine their specificity

Activation of 
the immune 
system and 
inflammation

Helicase: one of the the immune system’s ‘gatekeepers’

5’ 3’ 5’ 3’5’3’ 5  ’3’

RIG-I
Danger signals: 
Viral or tumor 
cells

siRNA drugs

Blunt-ended 
siRNA strands

Body cleared of disease

Specific disease    
targets via RNA 
interference 
pathway

Uneven ended 
siRNA strands


